The Gypsy People – A Fact Sheet

Bulgaria – not a country you normally hear about.  But God is doing a work among the Gypsies there!

Bulgaria has a population of over 7.5 million.  Approximately 84 percent of the people are of “Bulgarian” ethnicity, with about 7 percent “Roma.”  The Roma are a distinct ethnic group that originated from Northwest India.  Their dark skin originally gave them the name “Egyptian” which was shortened to the term of “Gypsy.”

The Roma live in small enclaves scattered all over Europe and beyond.  Most Roma groups in Europe are greatly discriminated against – suffering from unequal wages, employment and education.  
The Gypsy slums and ramshackle neighborhoods provide the perfect setting for outdoor evangelist crusades. Unlike the stereotypes held about them, they are some of the warmest and most loving people one has ever met.  Their hearts are wide open to the Gospel, and they have been embracing the message of the cross in revival proportions.  

With affection, they are responding to the outpouring of the Holy Spirit.  Being the poorest of the poor they do not have a “reputation” to lose, and therefore are not ashamed to let themselves get lost in worship, or of the manifestations of the Holy Spirit.  During these crusades, hundreds are getting saved daily, and they readily join in celebrating the Lord in abandoned praise!

As last years summer Global Celebration team traveled from neighborhood to neighborhood praying and laying hands on the Gypsies, the Lord did many miracles among them – the deaf heard, the blind saw, the lame walked and families and communities were set free from curses and involvement in witchcraft.  The testimonies of changed lives are endless.
We expect the same this summer!  All of these miracles and ministry opportunities take place in an intense environment of celebration and worship to the King of Kings, resulting in entire neighborhoods and communities that are being changed forever.  One of the highlights of our trip will be the two-day outdoor crusade in Kazanlak.  Known as the rose-oil capital of the world, Kazanlak is home to one of one of the largest Gypsy slums in Bulgaria.  It is also an apostolic hub and leadership training center for Global Celebration’s work among the Gypsies of Eastern Europe.  This non-stop crusade will be  filled with praise and worship, preaching, healings and salvations.  Part of this outreach will also include feeding over 5000 of these poor Gypsies their favorite meal:  a lamb stew feast!  We look forward to radically impacting this community by the Gospel, and leaving behind us lives that have been changed forever. 

Because most of the Gypsy pastors and leaders in Global Celebration’s apostolic network are Turkish speaking, we will also be traveling to Gypsy neighborhoods in neighboring Turkey to water the recent plants there. These are exciting times!

